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Film and TV director in animation and live-action. Writer, designer and storyboard artist.

________________________________________________________________________
EDUCATION & QUALIFICATIONS

1974-1977: National Film and Television School
Beaconsfield, London

1971-1974: Diploma in Art & Design (First) 
Sheffield Hallam University

1970-1971: Pre-Diploma in Art & Design
Manchester Polytechnic, School of Art & Design

WORK

2002 - present: Freelance Film Director and Consultant.

Currently – Developing various film and TV projects.

         Consultant/designer on two children’s TV series projects.
2007 – Storyboard supervisor for Ragdoll Ltd. on new series, ‘Tronji’

2007 – Consultant for Dramatico Entertainment on film project.

2006 – Storyboard supervisor for BKN New Media on a series of nine animated films for children.

2005 – present – Storyboards for Cartwn Cymru, ‘Friends and Heroes’; CharacterShop, ‘Haven’, ‘DU’ and ‘Knight Rider’ and Bristol Zoo.

.2003 – 2004 - Feature development work for Aardman Animations on ‘Tortoise v Hare’.

(I was engaged as Director but the film was a casualty of the collapse of the relationship between Aardman and DreamWorks)

Consultant to Matrix Model Group on bolexbrothers feature, ‘Grass Roots’

Mentor for the Film Council’s First Light scheme

Consultant on HP Labs, SE3D digital animation scheme.

1994- 2002: Freelance Animation Film Director at Cartwn Cymru, Llandaff, Cardiff

1993-1995: Freelance commercials director at Pizazz Pictures, London

1979 –1993: Animation director and company director of own studio, Animation City, London. Jointly run and owned with Phil Austin.

1978: Freelance animator 

FILMOGRAPHY

 ‘Summer Sunday 1960’  6 mins. (2D animation) 2004 S4C 

Script, design, direction.

Why is Dad talking so funny? And what can young Derek do to help him out?

‘Otherworld/ Y Mabinogi’ 105 mins. Feature (live-action, 2D animation and CG) 2002 Cartwn Cymru S4C/BBC/Sky/British Screen. UK Cinematic release in 2003. www.s4c.co.uk/otherworld

Design and direction, Additional animation

Three 18 year olds enter the ancient Celtic world of the Welsh tales known as the Mabinogi. Featuring Ioan Gruffydd, Daniel Evans, Matthew Rhys and Philip Madoc. Music by John Cale. 

‘The Miracle Maker’ 90 mins. Feature (model, 2D animation and CG) 1999 Cartwn Cymru & Christmas Films, Moscow   S4C/BBC/British Screen/ICON UK-wide cinematic release in 2000.  Worldwide network TV.     www.themiraclemaker.com

Directed with additional character and set design, Additional animation

The story of Jesus seen through the eyes of a young girl in first century Israel. Featuring the voices of Ralph Fiennes, Richard E Grant, Rebecca Callard, Julie Christie, Miranda Richardson, William Hurt, Ian Holm. Music by Anne Dudley.

‘Elijah’ 26 mins. (2D animation) 1995 Cartwn Cymru S4C

Direction, Setting and background design, Additional animation

From the series ‘Testament, The Bible in Animation’. Design by Judge Dredd comic artist Mike McMahon. Music from the Mendelssohn oratorio. 

‘Prince Cinders’ (2D animation) 26 mins. 1993 Channel 4

Direction, treatment.

An adaptation of the children’s book by Babette Cole in which Cinders is a spotty boy with three big macho brothers.

‘Tin Toys, Knick Knacks and Algorithms’ (Live-action documentary) 26 mins. 1991 Channel 4 

Direction, script.

A profile of the ‘Toy Story’ director, John Lasseter.

‘Animation Festival’ (Live-action documentary) 26 mins. 1989 Channel 4 

Direction, script.

A preview of the 1989 Bristol Animation Festival

‘Arcadia’  11 mins. (live-action fiction) 1988 Channel 4 (directed by Paul Bamborough)

Originated and co-wrote script

In a world where everyone and everything is your enemy (even your mum), video games tend to be very different.

‘Binky and Boo’  (Cut-out animation) 11 mins. 1988 Channel 4  (co-directed with Phil Austin)

 Direction, Additional animation

Based on a stand-up routine by comedian Bernard Padden and featuring the voice of Jimmy Jewell. When Music Hall ruled the earth.

‘The Victor’ (2D animation) 12 mins 1985 Channel 4  (co-directed with Phil Austin)

Script, direction and animation

 Drugs designed to reduce Jimmy’s resistance to killing and create a super soldier break down more barriers than the military expect. Inspired by a World in Action documentary.

‘Skywhales’ (2D animation) 15 mins 1983 Channel 4  (co-directed with Phil Austin)

Script, design, direction and animation

A race of blue creatures floats through the clouds on islands of vegetation and hunts flying whales. Alien dialogue only.

‘Arcade Attack’ (2D animation) 4 mins. 1981 BFFC (co-directed with Phil Austin)

Script, design, direction and animation

Commissioned as the climax to a documentary about pinball and video game rivalries it took on a life of it’s own and went to festivals in it’s own right.

‘The Great Rock ’n’ Roll Swindle’ (The Sex Pistols movie) Director Julian Temple 1979: Cartoon inserts, titles and credits, special effects, censorship changes.

Design, direction and animation

The film that kick-started Animation City.

‘Animated Conversations: Albion’ (2D animation) 5 mins. 1978 BBC Bristol

Design, direction and animation

Uses a real conversation as the basis for a story of the place hippies go when they get old.

‘Max Beeza and the City in the Sky’  (2D animation) 20 mins.1977 NFTS  (co-directed with Phil Austin)

Script, design, direction and animation.

As pollution grows at ground level the remaining population of Britain is crowded into a city 12 miles high. Max Beeza entertains.

‘Custard’ 20 mins. (2D animation) 1974 Sheffield Poly School of Art and Design (co-directed with Phil Austin)

Script, design, direction and animation.

Winner of the first Yorkshire Shorts competition, the story of one man’s unhealthy obsession and what happens when others find out about it.

POP VIDEOS 
1979-1993: Pop videos directed include ones for Madonna- ‘Dear Jessie’, Rod Stewart- ‘Motown Song’, Elton John-‘Club at the End of the Street’, Tom Jones and The Travelling Wilburys.

COMMERCIALS

1979-1993: Include Lego, Ford, Carlsberg, Always, Micromark, Credito Predial Portuguese, EMI, Chrysalis Records, Our Price, 

TV GRAPHICS

1979-1995: Title sequences include ‘Jeeves and Wooster’, ‘Forever Green’, ‘Porterhouse Blue’, Swallows and Amazons’, ‘Blott on the Landscape’, Bristol and Cardiff Animation Festivals.

1979-1993: Graphics include BBC News, Channel 4 Seasonal, ITV Christmas, MTV, IBM, Barclays, Halifax Building Society, Southern Electric.

AWARDS 

2000: Epiphany Prize, USA:  ‘The Miracle Maker’  

2000: Best Children’s Film, Bradford Animation Festival:  ‘The Miracle Maker’

1998: Grand Prix, L’Enfant Lune, Geneva: ‘Prince Cinders’

1995: Parents Choice, Parent’s Choice Foundation: ‘Prince Cinders’

1994: Cinanima Esphino, Best in category: Cartoon D’Or nomination. ‘Prince Cinders’

1994: TV Quick Award: ‘Prince Cinders’

1992: BAFTA for graphics: ‘Jeeves and Wooster’ title sequence

1992: Best Promotional Film, Ottawa Festival, Canada: Cardiff Animation Festival titles 

1989: Best Fiction Film, Tampere, Finland:  ‘Arcadia’

1985: Special Award for Graphics, Annecy Animation Festival, France 1985: ‘The Victor’

1985: Mari Kuttna Award: ‘The Victor’

Juries

2007: President of Jury, Animation and TV, Cairo International Film Festival for Children.

2007: Animated Exeter: Emerging Talent Award
2007: BAFTA Animation Jury

2001:
Leeds International Film Fest 

2000:
British Animation Awards 

1990:
BAFTA Animation Jury
